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A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF THE WRITING ACTIVITIES, WRITING STRATEGIES AND WRITING ABILITIES OF ONE NON-
NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKING CHILD : A CASE STUDY

This is a qualitative one case- study of the writing development of a non-native English-speaking child (Mohammad). The main purpose of
the study was to describe and analyze the writing activities in which Mohammad was involved, his writing strategies and his writing abilities in
the second and third grades. The study was conducted in two public schools (Elliott Elementary and Everett Elementary schools) in Lincoln-
Nebraska over a period of two years (1993-1995). A mixed qualitative- quantitative design was represented in twenty- nine classroom
observations, thirty- three interviews and short conversations with Mohammad, eight interviews with Mohammad's teachers and an analysis of
more than twenty written pieces which Mohammad completed both at home and in school.
To categorize and analyze those data’s Spradley's (1980) Domain Analysis and Hayes and Flower’s (1986) "Think- aloud Protocol™ Analysis
were used.
The main conclusions drawn from this the study were:
- Non-native English speaking children may continue to make writing mistakes in their early writing development; nevertheless, they can
produce purposeful, authentic and meaning- rich pieces.
- Given the chance to reflect on their own writing development, children can point to strengths and weaknesses in their writings, which adults
may not be able to recognize.
-Emergent ESL children can take risks as writers, write long pieces and write on regular basis if they are encouraged to write creatively instead of
focusing on phonics rules.

It was suggested that children should be provided with a safe writing environment where they can take risks and be responsible for their
own writing. It was also recommended that other studies should be conducted to explore different aspects of children’s literacy development and
awareness.
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achievement among the students of the University of Jordan. Revista de Al- Andalus, 6(22): 1-42.

Omari, H., Haroun, R., and Tawalbeh, H. (2020). The problems student- teachers in Jordan face during their practicum and their
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Skills International Journal of English and Education, 8(3):141-155
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Ashour, Rateb ( 1996). The Impact of Pre-service Teacher Education Program at the University of Jordan on Pedagogical Thinking of its
Students. 43rd World Assembly of the International Council on Education for Teaching (Amman, Jordan, December 16-21, 1996).
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3. Teaching Reading and Writing Skills in English Language 0802742 (MA)
4. Theories of Learning and Teaching English language 0802743 (MA)
5. Evaluation of Learning and Teaching English Language 0802744 (MA)
6. Functional Grammar in English language 0802745 (MA)
7. lIssues in Learning & Teaching English 0802746 (MA)
8. Academic Writing in English Language 0802747 (MA)

9. English for Graduate Studies Course 701621

(MA) & PhD

10.Seminar in English Language Teaching 0852922

PhD

11.Language, Culture and Literacy 0852924

PhD

12.Practical Education / English 802499

13.English communication skills 1502101

14.English communication skills 1502102

15.English Communication Skills 1011099

16.Advanced Writing

17.English Syntax

18.Translation 1

19.English Linguistics

20.Foreign Language Acquisition

21.Language Testing

22.Morphology & Syntax

23.Psycholinguistics

24.Reading in EFL

25.Sociolinguistics

26.Writing in EFL
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